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By what we get, we make a living. By
what we give, we make a life. Socially
responsible individuals are finding time
to reach out, finds Bala Chauhan.

prenily on his business
trip 1o France, Saleh
Salim stopped en route,

at Sharjah. He checked into
Radizson Hotel and was pleas-
antly surprised to find Ismail
ag the IT manager of the
gwank star property. Tsmall, a
young man from Madurai,
now lives in Dubai with his
mother and  wife,  *Ismail
wanted o study engineering
but had no resources. 1 found
it & deserving student-and
voluntesred to pay for his pro-
fessional degree,” says Saleh,
a businessman from Banga-
lore.

Mauking a difference

Saleh and his entrepre-
neur wife Asra have kept up
with their silent commitment
tn help deserving students,
They not only help thelr staff
pducate their children, they
also sponsor other children
who are referved to them.

"Three vears ago 1 met this
gir]l from a poor and broken
home. She wonted to stady
further. We agreed (o §poOnsor
her higher education. She 1s
currently deing her gradua-
tion in business manage-
ment,” says Asra. Indra Ea-
mal, an entreprenenr, had her

dream come true when &
friend, also a special educator,
spoke to her about Sponsoring
a gpecial needs girl child in
her achool. “1 had always
wanted 1o help girls” she
says, adding that anee that re-
sponsibility ended she started
sponsoring  another child.
Along with husband Kamal,
she has donated for books for
children who lost everything
i the tsunami tragedy

_Theroare.many peopls like
Saleh, Asra, Indra and Kamal
who have resolved o reach
out to deserving and “less for-
tunate" people,

They run their lives, their
work and profession, live well
and party hard. They keap the
philanthropic side of their
lives low key and to them
selves.

Meera Naik, an industrial-
ist, found her calling eight
years ago when she joined
Helping Hand — a Bangalore-
based counselling centre &s a
part time voluntesr

1 was hlessed with every-
thing but 1 was looking for
something meaningful. 1 be-
gan volunteering at Nimhans
four times a weelk. It's a com-
mimment and 1 derive great
pleasure  and  satisfaction

{rom this,” says Meera. Meera
Ravi 15 a misinesswoman. For
the last five years she has
heen spending Hme coun-
galling teenagers and helping
them with emotional prob-
jems, “1find a lot of trauma in
today's children though the
general opinion is that they
are a happy lot. Tt's very re-
warding to offer uncondition-
al support o them,” she
saysAnd there are peops
who also care for an
even ns they go i
their lives and
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